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Froaming Pastel Paintingsy

If you have purchased an original matted paintingin aclearbag, it is bestto remove the bag before framing by
carefully cutting it away. Pullingit out of the bag creates static that may lift pastel dust, which may smearthe
pastel andtransferdust to the mat.

AVOIDTOUCHING the SURFACE of the artwork. If you mustlay some protective coveringoverthe pastel for
transporting, use wax paper (do not leave wax paperon artwork inintense heat) orglassine, affixingitso it will
not slide around damagingthe art. Itis betterif you can lift the protective covering with spacers/risers along
the outside edges soitdoes nottouch the art at all. The framershould notlay a ruler or mat or frame samples
on top of the pastel. Handle pastel paintings extremely gently if/when working face side down. When
securingthe paintingintoframe, lean painting vertically so loose pastel dust will not fall on glass. I knock off
loose pastel dustand use a very light spray of fixative spray on the finished painting. Most pastel artist prefer
that a heavy layer of fixative NOT be used, as it darkens and takes away the positive aspects of the medium.
With properhandling and framing, pastel dust should notbe anissue.

Frame in the followinglayers, fromtop to bottom:
1) Use aframe moulding with a deep enough rabbetto supportthe layers of materials selected.

2) Use UV filtering glass ormuseum glass. Do notuse plexiglass oracrylicsheeting as the staticelectricity
will draw pastel dusttoitself. The glass should nottouch the pastel.

3) Itisrecommended all matsusedon pastels be acid-free and cut with reverse bevels; the latter prevents
pastel dust from showing on the beveled edges. The mat helpstoliftthe glass above the pastel. (if you use
foam core riseraround the painting tolift mat, the bevel may face the frame —thisis what | do).

4) An acid-free foam board spacer or plastic spacer (e.g. EconoSpace©) may be used as an optional way to
create space into which pastel dust canfall (or as a design preference).

5) The original pastel painting— which, has been carefully mounted by hinges or corners, mounts to an acid-
free backing board.

6) The acid-free protective backing board and then the dustcover — usually a brown or black kraft paperto
helpseal outdustand insects. Or, whateverthe frameruse (such a Tyvek).

7) Do notuse hammer-instyle bumpers onthe back of the frame as theirapplication can cause vibrations
that could shake loose some pastel dust.

8) Whentransportingyournewlyframed pastel or charcoal, restiton its back so driving vibrations will not
cause pastel dustto be loosened.



